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Do We Live in a Post-truth Era?
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Do We Live in a Post-truth Era?

--Study on the WeChat Platform Communication of “LUQO er”

Abstract

Post-truth, which means ‘truth has been displaced by believability’, became the spreading
widely in this era. It doesn’t make people guilty as lies do, but it DOES make the same effect, or
even worse.

In this study, according to the empirical study of LUO Er incident spreading on WeChat
public platform, the article attempts to analyze the character of this era and describe what dose
“objective facts are less influential in shaping public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal
belief” mean by quantitative content analysis. Based on “uses and gratification” approach, cycle
pattern and “gatekeeper”, the paper founds a dynamic balance model of WeChat pubic platform
communication and analyze deep questions of post-truth on WeChat.

The paper aims at demonstration study of post-truth, meanwhile rising new queries that how
to handle the relationship of truth and communication in new Media Age, and do we also need

“new-truth” and “new-fact” in such an age.

[ keywords] Post-truth; incident of LUO Er; WeChat (Platform) communication;

Truth; Emotion
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